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TRIBUTE TO NORA THOMBS

e Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, in the
1930s, the forces of tyranny and oppres-
sion seemed to be taking over the
world. The American Legion and the
American Legion Auxiliary were espe-
cially concerned that tyrannical re-
gimes were indoctrinating their young
people in hateful ideology, and so they
countered with an initiative to better
educate young Americans in democ-
racy and leadership. Since then, some 2
million high school students have been
delegates to Boys and Girls State pro-
grams throughout our Nation. Forty-
one years ago, I served as a Dirigo
Girls State delegate in my State of
Maine, and I will never forget that in-
spiring week.

Today I wish to recognize Nora
Thombs of New Sharon, ME, for her re-
markable commitment to this pro-
gram. When Dirigo Girls State con-
venes on June 19, Nora will mark her
50th year of involvement. The first
year was as a delegate during her high
school years. The other 49 have been
helping to bring this great experience
to other young Maine women. From
her early service as a staff volunteer to
her current position as director, she
has helped forge new generations of in-
volved citizens.

Nora exemplifies the principles that
Boys and Girls State instills. Although
she never sought elective office, her ap-
preciation of the importance of every
person’s vote and her knowledge about
the process of government made her an
effective and respected town meeting
moderator, one of the most challenging
roles in local government throughout
New England. The leadership skills she
learned helped her become an out-
standing teacher and principal.

But the best evidence of those prin-
ciples is Nora’s dedication to spreading
them. As soon as one year’s Girls State
week concludes, she is hard at work
planning the next—working with high
schools, recruiting delegates, and ar-
ranging for speakers, presentations,
and experiences that will inform and
inspire.

It is an honor to congratulate Nora
Thombs for her 50 years of contribu-
tions to Dirigo Girls State. She is proof
that the delegates of yesterday are the
leaders of today. Thanks to her, the
delegates of today will be the leaders of
tomorrow.e

———

REMEMBERING RICHARD W. CARR

e Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
wish to pay tribute to the remarkable
life and legacy of Richard W. Carr. One
year after Dick Carr’s passing, I feel
deprived of the ongoing, often sur-
prising revelations of his depth and di-
versity. But also, of course, I feel deep-
ly grateful to have been his friend.

Dick Carr was like a great book in
which you find new meanings, insights,
and strengths every time you return to
it.
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When I first met Dick, he seemed
like another good guy with a kind and
vivacious wife and wonderful daughters
who lived a block away from my family
in Hillandale. He was surely all that
but over time, as I came to know him
better, it was clear that Dick Carr was
much, much more.

He was a man of property but also a
man of poetry. He was a man who knew
history, but also understood what it
meant to be holy. He learned a lot and
taught a lot. He laughed a lot and
loved a lot.

Little things sometimes tell us big
things about people. For instance, in
Hillandale, Dick was one of the few
residents who took care of his own
yard, with Marie’s help of course. Not,
I presume, because he couldn’t afford
gardening help, but because he just en-
joyed doing it himself and wanted his
grounds to be as perfect as he and
Marie would make them. And it tells
you a lot about Dick that he didn’t
stop with his own yard. He took care of
the yards of neighbors who were away
or whose husbands were ailing or gone.
That was Dick Carr.

Dick had many loves in his life none
of course greater than Marie, Kate,
Annie, Beth, his parents, and his sib-
lings. But he also had a special love for
this city—its history and its people—
and he helped, along with his family, to
rebuild, enrich, and beautify Wash-
ington in many lasting ways. Dick’s
work to restore the Willard Hotel to its
previous grandeur was a great gift to
our country and its Capital City. His
charitable work changed the lives of
many who had much less than he did.
And he did it all in a quiet way that
showed he had the self-confidence not
to need the public credit.

In the last 3 years since he was diag-
nosed with aplastic anemia, I learned
some other new things from Dick Carr.
In the face of repeated bleak diagnoses
and painful treatments, Dick taught
me and all of us new meaning of words
like strength, courage, and grace under
pressure. He didn’t just fight the good
fight; he fought a great fight until he
had given to life all that he could and
God was ready to take his soul from
this Earth. And Marie, his love and
life’s partner, fought tirelessly for him
and alongside him every step of the
way in the most sustained, selfless, and
devoted acts of caring I have ever seen.
Marie Carr is simply saintly.

Thank you, Marie, for what you
showed and taught all of us about love
and faith over the years. I pray that
you will be strengthened now and in
the years ahead by your faith and com-
forted by wonderful memories of Dick.

I pray also, with total confidence,
that Dick’s soul has soared to heaven
where he is living in eternal peace,
which in his case will probably mean
reading, writing, gardening, dreaming,
and building. In fact, I would not be
surprised if right now Dick was devis-
ing plans to restore some heavenly
structure to its previous grandeur.

Today, in Sister’s Garden of the
Dahlgren Chapel of the Sacred Heart
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here in Washington, DC, Dick’s great
life and legacy will be honored and me-
morialized forever in that lush, green,
and holy space.

May God bless you and keep you,
Dick, as you blessed and inspired each
of us who knew you.e

———————

TURTON, SOUTH DAKOTA

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Turton, SD. The town of
Turton will celebrate the 125th anni-
versary of its founding this year. Lo-
cated in Spink County, Turton came
into existence during a time known as
the ‘““‘Great Dakota Boom,” when the
railroads were expanded throughout
the State.

Since its beginning 125 years ago, the
Turton community has continued to
serve as an outstanding example of
South Dakota traditions and values. I
would like to offer my congratulations
to the citizens of Turton on this mile-
stone date and wish them continued
prosperity for years to come.®

——————

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13405 OF JUNE 16, 2006, WITH RE-
SPECT TO BELARUS—PM 10

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed notice
stating that the national emergency
and related measures blocking the
property of certain persons under-
mining democratic processes or insti-
tutions in Belarus are to continue in
effect beyond June 16, 2011.

The flawed December 2010 Presi-
dential election in Belarus and its
aftermath—the harsh violence against
peaceful demonstrators; the continuing
detention, prosecution, and imprison-
ment of opposition Presidential can-
didates and others; and the continuing
repression of independent media and
civil society activists—all show that
the Government of Belarus has taken
steps backward in the development of
democratic governance and respect for
human rights. The actions and policies
of the Government of Belarus and
other persons to undermine Belarus
democratic processes or institutions,
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